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SUBJECT: MIDDLE EAST VISIT OF CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER 
PUBLISHER-EDITOR THOMAS VAIL AND WIFE 

REF: STATE 15103 

1. EMBASSY HAS REQUESTED MEETINGS FOR VAIL WITH PRESIDENT, 

PRIME MINISTER AND MINISTERS LISTED IN PARAGRAPH TWO OF 
CAIRO 8435 PLUS ASU FIRST SECRETARY GHANEM AND MINISTER 

OF ECONOMIC COOPERATION AMIN AS REQUESTED BY VAIL ASSISTANT 
IN TELCON JANUARY 22. FOR PAST TWO WEEKS PRESIDENT, FONMIN AND OTHER 
SENIOR GOE OFFICIALS HAVE BEEN IN ASWAN AND UNAVAILABLE TO ARRANGE 
FIRM TIMES. 

2. PROBLEM IS THAT PRESIDENT, ACCOMPANIED BY SEVERAL OF ABOVE 
PLANNING VISIT PARIS THREE DAYS BEGINNING JANUARY 27 AND 
THERE IS TALK THAT VISIT MAY BE EXTENDED ONE OR MORE DAYS. 
FURTHERMORE, POSSIBILITY ALSO EXISTS THAT PRESIDENT MAY 
RETURN TO ASWAN RATHER THAN CAIRO. 

3. BASED VAIL ASSISTANT'S TELCON AND VAIL'S LTR TO AMBASSADOR 
(JUST RECEIVED), WE UNDERSTAND VAIL FLEXIBLE ON TRAVEL PLANS 
IN EGYPT AND EMBASSY WILL SEEK TO WORK OUT MOST PRODUCTIVE 
PROGRAM POSSIBLE. DEPT WILL APPRECIATE, HOWEVER, THAT IN ABOVE 
CIRCUMSTANCES IT IS IMPOSSIBLE PROVIDE DEFINITIVE INFORMATION AT 
THIS TIME. 
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4. AMBASSADOR LOOKS FORWARD MEETING VAIL. 

EILTS 
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